
Simple Saddle Square 
By: Erich Lage 

Marking layout lines on multiple sides of a workpiece is easy with this simple jig. 

 

There are many commercial saddle squares available that allow you to mark three adjacent faces of a workpiece 

without moving the square, but they’re rather expensive. What I wanted was a three-sided saddle square that wouldn’t 

break the bank. What I came up with is the simple square you see above and in the drawing below. 



  

 

This saddle square is made from four plywood parts and some common hardware items. The fixed jaw has two guides 

glued in notches at the top corners. I cut the notches at the band saw. The rear, sliding jaw gets a threaded insert 

installed as shown above. A cap screw and small spring hold th sliding jaw in position. Depending on the spring’s 

tension, this square will adjust to accommodate workpieces from 1/4" to 1 1/4" thick. 

https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B0000223US/ref=as_li_qf_asin_il_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=activeinterest-woodsmith-20&creative=9325&linkCode=as2&creativeASIN=B0000223US&linkId=84bf6e407bcfbab6b51370f7190674bb
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B00207NF6W/ref=as_li_qf_asin_il_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=activeinterest-woodsmith-20&creative=9325&linkCode=as2&creativeASIN=B00207NF6W&linkId=274bf442979724f0f4de637c87fefa12

